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Huntington remembers
9/11 tragedy, installs
tracks from WTS

LEXI BROWNING | THE PARTHENON

Subway tracks from below the World Trade Center are
permanently placed on display at the Spring Hill Cemetery
across from the Dr. Paul Ambrose Belltower.

By TOM JENKINS

THE PARTHENON
Sunday afternoon, Spring
Hill Cemetery was filled with
American flags as Marshall
University students and
Huntington locals stood and
commemorated the lives lost
15 years ago in New York City.
This is the second year
Marshall University Students have met outside the
Rec facility to walk up to the
cemetery. Each student carries American flags that they
would then put into ground
when they arrived at the
“healing fields.”
Student Government Veterans liaison Keith Schemel
has now led the march for
the past two years and said
events like this bring people together.
“Marshall University is kind
of known for, unfortunately
a tragic event,” Schemel said.
“Just recently West Virginia
has had so much tragedy
whether it’s addiction or the
flooding. Its just an event
like this that brings everyone
together, and makes them realize these are things that we
need to come together for.”
The ceremony included
speakers who had a personal
connection with the attacks in
New York, Tom Bowen a Huntington native served with the
search and recovery teams
at the World Trade Center.
Bowen has been the driving force behind the annual

ceremony at Spring Hill,
where Bowen has started the
process of making a national
memorial for the attacks.
Two large pieces of subway tracks stood out of the
ground next to the healing
fields, those tracks were
brought down from New
York to be the beginning
of what would become the
memorial for 9/11 in Spring
Hill. The tracks came from
the subway system that ran
under the World Trade Center, Bowen would tell the
crowd this is how thousands
of Americans would commute to work everyday.
Bowen instead of talking about his experiences,
told the story of Mathew
Pescerno, a father of three
who was just going to work
in the North Tower that day
and never made it home.
The passionate story was
told by Bowen as if he had
known him for the past 15
years. Bowen and the search
team he was with a week
after the attacks, found
Pescerno’s wallet with a picture of his family.
Bowen began to break
down as he told the crowd the
story, “Our team was shaken,
I think for the first time we all
realized in that moment that
this man was like one of us
on his way to work to provide
for his family… Everyone in
the group was stunned they
didn’t know what to do.”
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Bowen later introduced
Pescerno’s son Anthony in
the crowd. The story brought
tears to the eyes of the audience, in particular Bowe
Pence a man who had rode
his motorcycle all the way
from New York to Huntington
where he was followed by
over 100 other motorcyclists.
The Warriors Watch Riders is an organization that
puts together memorial services, send offs, and welcome
homes for armed forces.
Pence led the motorcade to
Huntington to show his gratitude to Bowen for the work
he had done with the recovery process of 9/11.
“As East Coasters, for men
like Tom (Bowen) to come out
from West Virginia to help
us, this is our way of saying
thank you to him and his family,” Pence said. “For giving us
that time of his to come out.
The East Coast was crazy at
that time I’m only an hour out
of it, out of where everything
went down in between the
Pennsylvania crash and the
World Trade Center crash…. It
was chaos and this is our way
of saying thank you to men
like Tom.”
Each year the ceremony has
grown in new ways and to
display that Bowen plans to
continue to grow the memorial at Spring Hill.
Tom Jenkins can be contacted at jenkins196@
marshall.edu.
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Marshall University students ride
FREE when they show their MU I.D.
Taking the bus and want to see when it will arrive at your stop?
Download the RouteShout app now-so you can plan your trips on all
the popular bus routes Tri-State Transit Authority offer.

329583

How does it work? Download the
RouteShout app from Apple iTunes or Google Play: • Select Tri-State
Transit Authority • Find your Stop • Get your arrival times
With RouteShout, you can now sneak in a
coffee or a few extra minutes of time before
hopping on the bus.

529-RIDE
If you think you might qualify to
be certiﬁed as a TTA Dial-A-Rider,
Call 304-529-7700
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German Club kicks
off new semester
By MONICA ZALAZNIK

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University’s German Club immerses students in
German culture through meetings, events and trips.
German Club President
Eve Barnhart said she hopes
anyone who is interested in
German culture will attend,
even if they do not take any
German courses.
“I hope to get more people
interested in the German language,” said Barnhart. “But also
to make some friends and connect people.”
Barnhart said the first
event the club will attend is
the Modern Languages Fall
Reception on Sept. 15. The reception is open to all students
and faculty in the Modern
Languages department.
“We have always talked
about doing more things as
a club,” said Secretary Shayla
Stephens. “But we have never
had a president this motivated
before, so I’m really hoping
we’re going to get things done
this year.”

The most prominent event
will be the annual end of the
year trip to a German village
near Cincinnati. The club decided to discuss fund raising
methods for the trip in the
next meeting.
Future meetings will also include making time for a study
group for students taking German courses.
“We have a lot of upperclassmen that have gone through the
classes already,” said Barnhart.
“So we all know how that is and
we want to help keep them interested anyway we can.”
Freshman political science
major William Crouse is a new
member of the club and said he
wanted to get a head start.
“I want to immerse myself in
the culture and meet some new
people,” said Crouse. Especially
since I plan on taking German
in the future.”
The club has meetings every
Wednesday at 6 p.m. in Smith
Hall 108.
Monica Zalaznik can be
reached at monicazalaznik@
live.marshall.edu.
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Marshall University: the
fight against sexual assault
By JACOB GRIFFITH

THE PARTHENON
Sunday, August 26th was supposed to be just like any other
Sunday.
Except it wasn’t.
That day, students awoke to a
text message from the Marshall
University Police Department.
The message was not meant to
test the alert system; instead,
it was sent to caution students.
The previous night, a female student reported to MUPD she had
been sexually assaulted in one of
the university buildings. In just a
few hours, the course of two lives
were changed forever. With one
text, old wounds were reopened
for some and others were forced
to look over their shoulder more
than normal.
As the days passed after the
alleged assault, details were still

few and far between. Some students were becoming more and
more restless, and out of their uneasiness rose a common concern
that is shared by many college
students across the country – are
universities doing enough to prevent sexual assault?
“I think colleges are in a really
difficult situation,” said Liz Deal,
assistant director of the CONTACT
Rape Crisis Center in Huntington.
“You have these young people
coming in and learning how to
be adults, how to be semi-autonomous and then you have this
institution that is responsible for
their health and safety. So, you’re
trying to give them space to learn
and take consequences for their
actions and then trying to keep
things from boiling over and have
lasting negative consequences.”
Those negative consequences

“I think of myself as pretty independent
but there are places I don’t like to go
alone, not because I need someone but
because I just don’t feel safe.”
- Lauren Allen, senior
do not only effect the victims.
They can extend to students who
had no part in the assault, as well.
“It does make me more nervous,” said Marshall senior
Lauren Allen. “I think of myself as
pretty independent but there are
places I don’t like to go alone, not
because I need someone but because I just don’t feel safe.”
As student concerns over

Award-winning film
showing in Smith Hall
By KRISLYN HOLDEN

THE PARTHENON
Filmmaker Andy Hall will
screen his award-winning feature film “Arcadia” at 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 13 in Smith Hall
room 154.
“I am trying to bring in
Appalachian filmmakers, filmmakers with Appalachian
connections, or Appalachian
subject matter as part of the
film studies program,” said
Walter Squire, director of film
studies at Marshall University.
“Our students get to see the
short films, get to participate
in challenges and see what local filmmakers are doing.”
“Arcadia” is a feature film
about a reporter, Jared, who
finds a hidden map and is sent
to investigate by his editor. He
gets lost in the maze of tunnels
and finds himself in a different
world of odd characters, lost
customs and captivating artistic performers. He is forced to
live with them, trying his best
to find out information and find
an ally.
The movie was filmed in the

area of Marietta, Ohio on a budget of $11,000 and has won two
cinematography awards and a
best feature.
“We tried to make it look like
it had much more production
value than it had,” Andy Hall,
the filmmaker of “Arcadia” said.
“That was done through volunteers and just choosing the
right people for the roles and
choosing the right locations for
the sets and really using every
dime wisely.”
The screening will be free
and open to the public. This is
the first time the film will be
played at a college campus.
“I had it played in a couple
of theaters and I have had it
played in more than a couple
film festivals,” Hall said. “This
is the first time that there are
actual film lovers and film students that are going to check
it out. I’m excited to see what
they have to say and to hear
their comments and takes on
the film.”
Krislyn Holden can be
contacted at holden16@marshall.edu.

JACOB GRIFFITH | THE PARTHENON

MUTV coverage for this story can be found at marshallparthenon.com.

safety rise, the university is doing what it can to address them.
While President Gilbert declined
to comment, Leah Tolliver, director of the Marshall Women’s
Center, said that the university is
implementing changes, many of
them going unnoticed.
Even with the subtle changes,
some students still feel more
needs to be done.
“I think there’s always room
for improvement,” said Allen. “When I was a freshman,
I don’t remember that much
required education.”
Tolliver was quick to agree with
that sentiment.
“Of course, there’s always
room to improve,” said Tolliver.
“Any good institution is going to
take a look and see what needs
to be improved.”
Even as sexual assault becomes
a higher profile issue across college campuses in America, the
important thing is a nation-wide
discussion has been started, a discussion that will hopefully bring
changes sooner rather than later.
Jacob Griffith can be
contacted at griffith142@marshall.edu.

New organization ignites religious environment
By OLIVIA ZARILLA

THE PARTHENON
Fuel Campus Ministries is
the newest religious organization to join the Marshall
University campus.
“It’s to help equip Christians, once a week in the
middle of the day, to give
them a boost and encouragement of God’s word. And it’s
also for those who wouldn’t
classify themselves as Christians or have questions about
what the Bible is,” said Jared
Shumate, associate pastor at
Teays Valley Baptist Church.
“We desire that everyone
would come to know Jesus
Christ as their savior.”
Shumate said Fuel Campus
Ministries came from Fuel

Bible clubs he helped found in
the Putnam County area.
“At the high school level, it’s
a little bit different,” Shumate
said. “It’s a totally studentled club, so our student
leadership will set a schedule for pastors or preachers
to come in and both encourage and evangelize.”
Craig Tuemler, administrator for Fuel Campus
Ministries and deacon at
Teays Valley Baptist Church,
said their goal is to expand
throughout the state and onto
other college campuses.
“From high school on, we
see a point where people are
just kind of let go,” Tuemler
said. “We’re very active with
our middle school and high

school kids, but once you get
into post-high school, it seems
like a lot of them are just sent
out into the world and left on
their own.”
“They don’t have a place
where they can come and
share and hear God’s word,
and many times you see people falling away,” Tuemler said.
“We wanted to come to the
campus and be an encouragement to help give them a place
they can come where the Bible
is taught and preached.”
Weekly meetings, which
consist of ice-breakers, singing and prayer are at 2 p.m. in
room 2W37 of the Memorial
Student Center and alternate
between Mondays and Tuesdays to ensure every student

has an opportunity to join
the group.
“I hope the university sees
it as a great resource to their
students, to minister for their
students’ companionship and
fellowship,” Shumate said.
Tuemler said members of
the group hope to organize
events outside of weekly
meetings for the future.
“Anywhere the door opens,
we’re hoping to grow this,”
Tuemler said. “It’s a positive
influence. There are so many
things that can draw [students] in different directions,
and this is a place where they
can get fed spiritually.”
Olivia Zarilla can be contacted at zarilla2@marshall.
edu.

Budget cuts impact Drinko Library
By SEBASTIAN MORRIS

FOR THE PARTHENON
Budget cuts to higher education in West Virginia have
negatively impacted Drinko
Library at Marshall University.
New policies have been introduced, and several previously
offered resources are now unavailable to students.
Marshall
reported
an
$11.5 million annual loss in
funding from the state since
2013. This cut has been felt
across campus, not excluding
the library.
John Deaver Drinko Library
opened in 1998 and has since

provided a full range of services, including multimedia
training, highly equipped study
rooms and state-of-the-art
computer access.
Head of Access Services Kelli
Johnson has been involved
with the library since 1999.
She said the library has lost the
resources necessary to keep extended hours.
“Students ask us to extend
hours,” Johnson said. “We just
don’t have the staff to do that,
and we don’t have the money
for more staff.”
Budget cuts limit resources,
such as the laptop loan program

and online databases. There
will no longer be immediate
renewals on laptop check-outs
and a 24-hour waiting period
between check-outs is in effect.
Ron Titus, electronic services
librarian, said that increased
budget cuts injure the education process.
“The less that you fund higher
education, the more problems
there will be,” Titus said.
Despite these financial
restraints, Drinko Library
continues to work closely
with, and be a resource for,
Marshall and the Huntington community.

The textbook loan program
is available again this year.
Textbooks for various classes
are available to check out for 3
hours at a time.
Representatives from different departments will meet
Sept. 19 at Drinko to discuss
how the library can further
meet needs.
The John Deaver Drinko
Library is open from 7:30
a.m. to 11:00 p.m. weekdays, with shortened hours
on weekends.
Sebastian Morris can be
contacted at morris347@
marshall.edu.

page designed and edited by NANCY PEYTON| peyton22@marshall.edu
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The John Deaver Drinko Library has seen cutbacks in hours and offered
resources following education budget cuts in West Virginia.
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BOB WOJCIESZAK | THE PARTHENON
MARSHALL RUNNING BACK HYLECK FOSTER HAULS IN A PASS FROM QUARTERBACK CHASE LITTON AGAINST
MORGAN STATE SATURDAY. MARSHALL BEAT THE BEARS 62-0 IN THEIR FIRST GAME OF THE 2016 SEASON.
FOSTER GAINED 31 YARDS ON 7 RUSHES AGAINST MORGAN STATE, HAULING IN 1 CATCH FOR 6 YARDS.

Marshall running
backs go deep
BY WILLIE CREASY

THE PARTHENON
In 2015, the Marshall
Thundering Herd football
team faced what looked
to be a big hole in the offense when senior tailback
Devon Johnson went down
with an injury in the first
few weeks of the season.
That hole wasn’t so big
after all.
In the absence of Johnson, red shirt Sophomores
Tony Pittman (Hampton,
VA) and converted wide
receiver Hyleck Foster
(Gaffney, SC) would rise to
the occasion and provide a
core piece of the offense to
carry the Herd through the
season – and continue to
do so in 2016.
Marshall Football head
coach Doc Holliday made
the most of the opportunity
to get the younger running backs valuable reps
throughout the past year.

“They’ve all played a lot of
football a year ago because
of the injury to Devon, so
that helps, [but] they’ve
had a great offseason, and
Hyleck for the first time
has had the opportunity to
work as a tailback in spring
ball and throughout the
offseason, because he was
a receiver this time last
year. So I feel pretty good
about that position,” Holliday said of the back-field
consisting of Tony Pittman,
Keion Davis, Hyleck Foster,
and Junior College transfer
Anthony Anderson tallied
up a combined 196 yards in
the Herd’s season opening
62-0 victory over the Morgan State Bears.
The Herd boasts those
four backs on the roster
and each brings a valuable
piece to the puzzle. When
asked about the options
in the backfield sophomore quarterback Chase

Litton said, “…to be honest
we have 4 different backs
[that] all give us a different
thing to them, all of them
have a little moxy to them,
the little it factor to them,
that they want to be in and
want to be great.”
The loaded backfield may
come as a surprise to fans
but each member recognizes his role. Pittman said
after the season opener
“they get their reps and
everything else [is] just
gonna fall into place. No
missed assignments, everybody committing to what
they’re supposed to do.”
The next test for the Herd
comes this Saturday when
the Akron Zips step inside
Joan C. Edwards stadium.
Kickoff is set for 12:00 and
you can guarantee the Herd
backfield is ready to run.
Willie Creasy can be
reached at creasy4@marshall.edu.
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Women’s soccer gears up
for Western Kentucky
THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University
Thundering Herd women’s
soccer team will take on the
Western Kentucky University Hilltoppers to begin their
conference play.
“There is some things we
vastly have to improve in, but
the good news is we’re being
dangerous and getting opportunities at goal,” Marshall
University head coach Kevin
Long said. “If I’m a fan of soccer, I think it should be a heck
of a game.”
The game is set to take place
Thursday night at Hoops
Family Field at the Veterans
Memorial Sports Complex
with kickoff at 7 p.m.
As both women’s soccer teams open conference
play, and if past games are
an indication, it should be
a tightly contested game.
The Thundering Herd took
the win last year in Bowling
Green, Kentucky late in October. However, the Hilltoppers

claimed victory the last time
the game was played in Huntington in September 2014.
Marshall University will
need a fast start to increase
its chances of victory, as the
Hilltoppers have played at a
high quality in the first half
of contests, outscoring opponents 10 to 1 in the first half.
It will pin a lot of pressure on
the back line, which has been
anchored by freshman Metz
Gonzalez, and junior Emily Moreland defending the
Thundering Herd goal.
The Marshall defense will
be tasked with stopping
freshman Chandler Backes,
who leads the Hilltoppers
with five goals on the season.
Redshirt sophomore Sarah
Gorham provides a secondary threat as she has two
goals on the season and two
assists.
While Gorham and Backes
have been the key threats,
the Hilltoppers have offensive prowess as seven other
players have scored this

how to list your ad
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season. These statistics may
be slightly inflated as the Hilltoppers scored seven of their
15 goals against UT Martin on
Aug. 18.
A potential weakness the
Thundering Herd may look
to exploit is second half production. The Hilltoppers drop
significantly in both goals
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the halftime break. The Hilltoppers have scored four of
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The Hilltoppers will enter
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a 2-2-2. Both teams will be
striving to start conference
play 1-0.
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reached at ashley38@marshall.edu.
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

BE HERD: GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the
editor at 300 words or fewer.
They must be saved in Microsoft Word and sent as
an attachment. Longer letters may be used as guest
columns at the editor’s discretion. Guest column status will
not be given at the author’s
request. All letters must be
signed and include an address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.
marshallparthenon.com, can
be printed at the discretion of
the editors.
The opinions expressed
in the columns and letters
do not necessarily represent the views of The
Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@marshall.edu. Please
keep in mind, letters are
printed based on timeliness,
newsworthiness and space.

COMMON

MISCONCEPTIONS
Join The Parthenon in its efforts to start a feature column series where Marshall University students, faculty and staff can
address common misconceptions and misunderstandings of and
about their culture, race, ethnicity or religion in written form.
Columns may be submitted to parthenon@marshall.edu
and must abide by the “Be Herd” policy listed below the staff
directory.
Submission does not guarantee a feature.
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Column: xoxo, Michael Brown
The readers submitted some questions about life, love and
everything in between. I answered them as honest as I knew
possible. I’m here to keep it real with you when no one else
is and to answer with no judgment because I don’t know
you! I’m just a college senior who enjoys giving his opinion.
Here are some of the questions I got this week:
Sometimes in class I don’t speak up. I never really participate, I don’t find myself completely confident in the
classroom but it is affecting my grades. What should I
do?
I think you answered the question for yourself when you
said its affecting your grades. If your grades aren’t where
you want them simply because you aren’t speaking in class,
then you better speak up or just stay seated and take the
grade deduction.
What food would you miss most if you couldn’t have it
anymore?
This is super easy for me to answer! I would miss milk the
most, and any junk food that goes perfect with an ice-cold
glass of milk. I am a milk enthusiast, I like it in all flavors,
but, of course, chocolate is my favorite.
Name 5 things you love.
Chocolate milk, Tumblr, people watching, reality television and junk food are all the true loves of my life.

Why does the forbidden fruit always taste the sweetest?
I know exactly what you mean, girl, and I apologize if you
are a boy asking this. There is just something about getting something you know you shouldn’t have sometimes
that is just pure bliss. I mean, I’m thinking of all the things I
shouldn’t do, but would love to do, as I type.
Are you generally a more optimistic person or a pessimistic person?
I am very optimistic, but I also try to keep it real with
myself. I don’t think my optimism is a problem; sometimes
being pessimistic is such a Debbie Downer.
What are your plans after graduating Marshall?
After graduating this spring, I pray I’ll be working towards
earning my Master’s degree in marketing at the University
of Maryland. After obtaining my MBA, I plan to move into
the city and live a Sex and the City lifestyle. I want to be a
well-known columnist for the local paper, working for a firm
where I will be doing something public relations or advertising related. It would be amazing if I could one day even open
my own firm. I just want to live life, travel and experience
new things. I’m ready for whatever God has planned for me,
I think.
To have your question answered you can submit them
on ask.fm/xoxomichael

This column is not intended to replace or substitute professional advice of any
kind. This column, its author, the newspaper and its publisher are not responsible
for the outcome or results of following any advice in any given situation.

Column: 9/11 Ceremony Tainted By
Criticism of Anti-War Protesters
By SOPHIA MILLS

should remember that the
THE PARTHENON
First Amendment is a corIf there’s one word to denerstone of that greatness.
scribe Marshall, it would
Losing American lives on
be “community.” Wherever
September 11th was tragic
you go in Huntington you
enough; it would only comcan feel the love and conpound our loss to send our
nection between the town
men and women into war
and our university. Our anwithout great caution. If
nual 9/11 ceremony was
a segment of the populano exception. The stories
tion thinks that the loss of
of those touched by the
life endemic to war is not
tragedy faced that day
justified, they should be enwere heart-breaking and
couraged to express their
the sense of togetherness
concern through protest.
heart-warming.
HunThose of us wary of war
tington’s community and
want to support our troops
hard-working spirit shone
by keeping them out of
through and reminded us
harm’s way.
all of how proud we are
I have learned that Marto be Americans, Hunshall itself was a hotbed of
tingtonians and Marshall
protest during the Vietnam
students. The majority of
War, a time when grassthe ceremony brought us
roots activism launched its
together, but that sense of
start on college campuses.
unity was sadly disrupted
I have been told stories of
near the end.
the passion and fear flowOne singer took to the
ing through our campus
microphone to introduce
community during that
his song. He explained
time of conflict. People
that, one day, he and his
were compelled to take a
friends were watching
stand because at any mocoverage of Americans
ment they could be drafted
protesting the war in Afinto battle where their
ghanistan. In a moment
lives could end, or be forof frankness, he admitted
ever altered. Our culture
LEXI BROWNING | THE PARTHENON
that he and his friends
of open expression apparA flag and note are rustled by the wind in the Healing Fields memorial in Spring
wrote the song because
ently continued into the
Hill cemetery. The flags stand as a tribute to honor Dr. Paul Ambrose and the rest 2000’s when a new generathe protestors “pissed
them off.” His lyrics went of the victims who perished in the Sept. 11, 2001 terror attacks.
tion of students protested
on to charge those who
No matter one’s stance on any war, the
President Bush’s invasion
opposed the war with forgetting the criticism of protestors has deeper, prob- of Iraq. Therefore, protest is not only
terror of 9/11 and painted those op- lematic implications. On a day where a part of American history, but it is a
posed to the war as weak people who we celebrate our country, we should be part of Marshall’s history and Huntingwere somehow unpatriotic and unsup- valuing freedom of expression. Their ton’s history.
portive of our nation in troubled times. right to freedom of speech, in fact, is
Protest is a part of who we are. A
I was saddened that this vitriol was a fundamental aspect of American de- ceremony meant to pay tribute to the
brought into an otherwise beautiful mocracy that the prior speakers so lives lost in an American tragedy is no
ceremony meant to unite us, rather artfully praised. When we say that other place to shun those who exercise their
than divide us.
countries envy American greatness, we rights.

Want the chance to write opinions for The Parthenon?
The editorial staff is looking for a columnist.
Columns should be between 300-500 words, well-written and researched. Selected submissions
will be edited for grammar, libelous statements, available space or factual errors.
This is your chance to let your voice be herd.
For more information, contact Managing Editor Sara Ryan at ryan57@marshall.edu.
page designed and edited by SARA RYAN| ryan57@marshall.edu
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OSIRIS-REx:

To Bennu and Beyond
By LEXI BROWNING

NASA/JOEL KOWSKY

ABOVE: A United Launch Alliance Atlas V rocket, carrying NASA’s OSIRISREx spacecraft, sits at its launchpad at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station
in Florida on Wednesday
TOP and BELOW: OSIRIS-REx hurdles toward the sky Thursday evening
from Cape Canaveral.
BOTTOM: Approximately 100 NASA Social participants are photographed
in front of the OSIRIS-REx explorer on Launch Pad 42 at the Kennedy
Space Center. Photo courtesy of NASA.

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
On Thursday, the course of
space exploration changed.
The United Launch Allaince’s OSIRIS-REx, the first
asteroid sampling and return
mission ever launched, hurdled toward the sky at 7:05
p.m. with perfect precision.
OSIRIS-REx,
an
acronym
for
“Origins,
Spectral
Interpretation,
Resource
Identification,
Security-Regolith Explorer,”
separated from ULA’s Atlas
V at 8:04 p.m. in pursuit of
nearby
“mountain-sized”
asteroid Bennu, where it will
arrive in 2018.
Before it reaches Bennu,
the OSIRIS-REx will orbit the sun for a year using
Earth’s gravitational pull.
In August 2018, the explorer
will catapult itself toward
the asteroid to quickly
survey Bennu’s organic
materials.
No touchdown, however,
will occur.
“The sampling arm will
make contact with the surface of Bennu for about five
seconds, during which it will
release a burst of nitrogen
gas, ” NASA’s mission overview reports. “The procedure
will cause rocks and surface
soil to be stirred up and captured in the sampler head.”
The mission’s namesake is
also “loosely” related to the
mythological Egyptian god
Osiris, god of agriculture,
according to the OSIRISREx mission site, which is
operated by NASA, Arizona
State University and Lockheed Martin.

“OSIRIS-REx seeks to return samples of an asteroid
that may contain organics
that led to the origin of life
on Earth,” the section states.
“Osiris also had a dual role as
the god of the Underworld,
which mirrors the destruction that large asteroid
impacts have created.”
Two months prior to the
launch, a friend referred
me to the NASA Social program, which hosts social
media-oriented two-day internships for every mission.
Knowing my love for space,
she urged me to consider the
opportunity. As a photojournalist with little scientific
skill, I knew the chances of
participating were slim, but
I applied anyway.
By late August, roughly
100 applicants were selected
— and I was among them.
As a kid, I played with an
Atlantis shuttle replica. I
had a telescope beside my
bedroom window and a slew
of glow-in-the-dark stars on
my walls and ceiling.
My parents, who were and
always have been my greatest supporters, noticed my
obsession and made extra
efforts to venture to the
closest space museums,
centers and workshops on
weekends — for which I am
eternally grateful.
I recited the planets to every member of the church
congregation by age three
and informed each relative
I encountered with an indepth explanation of why
Mars dons a red tint. (It’s
iron oxide).
Twenty-one years later, on

Sept. 8, 2016, I found myself
in NASA’s Press Credentialing Office surrounded by a
herd of fellow space geeks.
We departed the facility at 11 a.m. and traveled
to Launch Pad 42, where
OSIRIS-REx was stationed.
ULA’s President and CEO,
Tory Bruno, and Chief
Operating Officer, Daniel
Collins, greeted us at the
entrance.
By noon, we had traveled
to the Launch Control Center and Vehicle Assembly
Building.
Standing 55 stories high,
the VAB is the tallest singlestory building in the United
States, and was initially
constructed for assembly of
the Saturn V rocket and the
Apollo program. For each
“build up” operation, rockets
are lifted into a vertical position for construction and
later lifted onto a crawler
and delivered to a mobile
launch pad.
We then traveled to the
press area, nestled in a tent
between The Associated
Press and Reuters. NASA’s
Chief Scientist Ellen Stofan
and NASA Administrator
Charlie Bolden proceeded
to meet with us for a casual
Q&A session. Around 6 p.m.,
it was time to prepare for
the launch.
We boarded the Kennedy buses and set up our
cameras and tripods on the
media shore, approximately
two miles across from the
launch pad itself.
T-minus 10 minutes.
At exactly 7:05 p.m. with 90
percent launch probability,

fuel began to spew from the
launch pad. The OSIRIS-REx
was lifting, and within seconds, airborne.
I’m still not completely
certain if I ever removed my
finger from the shutter the
entire launch. For me, a viewfinder is the best perspective.
The launch itself took
seven minutes. By 7:11 p.m.,
the explorer had become a
mere grey blip in the cloudless sky trailed by a massive
white cloud of exhaust. The
whitest portion of the trail,
we were informed, was
from the strongest engine
thrust — the make it or
break it point.
Few of us spoke on the
journey to the press office
that followed the launch; we
were all-consumed by the
magnificence of the mission
and its flawless journey toward the stars.
The NASA Social program
supplied me with the opportunity of a lifetime and
one of the most prestigious
journalistic honors. In retrospect, I can’t believe I was
part of the social media team
that reported the first asteroid sample return mission.
My love for space and
our space administration
has only grown over time,
and I can only hope my
camera and I are fortunate
enough to cover another
mission going forward.
Even when OSIRIS-REx returns in 2023, I’ll still be
an awestricken kid staring
into the endless sky.
Lexi
Browning
can
be contacted at browning168@marshall.edu.

CLASSIFIEDS

Call 526-4002 to place your ad

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Special Notices
Adopt: loving,secure
couple excited to adopt
and share our lives with
your baby. Exp pd.
Louis and Kristina
1-877-255-4202.

Unfurnished
Apartments

Unfurnished
Apartments

1-2-3-4 BR Apts &
houses. Ritter Park &
downtown $375-900
304-522-6252

MARK ALAN
TOWNHOUSES

1-2-3 BR Ritter Pk, E
Pea Ridge & Timberlake $415-$1200
304-972-2702

RENTALS
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Furnished
Apartments

HIDDEN TRAILS

1 BR efficiency
Utils pd. 304-736-1415
or 304-417-5774
1 BR $375-$465 util
pd Westmoreland or
8th St Rd 529-6264
Garages/Storage
Waterford Village Bville
storage units 5x10 to
10x20 304-733-3838
House For Rent
Ohio
2 BR Proctorville
C/H-A $850. 740-8866274, 304-417-5774
House For Rent
West Virginia
3 BR all elec. on
busline, AC, WD hkp
$475. 529-6264
Unfurnished
Apartments

HOLIDAY APTS
page designed and edited by LEXI BROWNING| browning168@marshall.edu

1-2-3 BR Pville, OH
740-886-6274
or 304-417-5774

232 6th Ave.
2 BR, 1 BA, kit. furn,
cent H/A, WD hkp,
security doors, off st
parking. Garbage pd.
$650 + $600 SD,
1 yr lease. No pets.
304-638-7777
2 BR country setting
wd hkp all elec $415
to $515 529-6264
7th St W & Washington
Ave Tyler Apts nice
clean 1&2 BR
$450 & $550+ lease
+DD. No pets.
304-525-3055
or 304-751-0572
EAST PEA RIDGE
2 BR apts & tnhouses
$600 & up +DD
+lease. Great location!
Nice, clean, kit. furn.
laundry facility on-site.
No pets 304-525-3055
304-751-0572
If you need to:
Buy it
Sell it
Rent it
Find it
Fix it
Announce it
The Herald-Dispatch
Classifieds are
your answer.
Call 304-526-4002

East Pea Ridge
Great location!
Swimming Pool

SPECIAL

1 MO FREE RENT
w/approved credit

1 Bedroom $580
2 Bedroom $680
WD hkup, Laundry
facilities on-site.
Kitchen Furnished
Cable & trash included
Deposit & Lease.
Sorry, no pets.

(304) 736-8641

Near
Ritter
Park
unique 1 BR all elec,
off st parking $650 1yr
lease, DD No pets 304525-3055, 751-0572
Waterford Village
B'ville. 1-2-3 BR apts.
Pool, Fitness ctr, more!
304-733-3838 website
waterfordvillage.info
WEDGEWOOD VILLA
TOWNHOUSES
Quiet setting
(Pinecrest Dr Rt 60 E)
2 BR $600 - $640
cable & trash included.
laundry facility on site
FREE 50'' HD TV
FLAT SCREEN
with approved credit &
1 year lease + deposit
Sorry, no pets.
304-736-8641

Westmoreland
Estates

Near Pharmacy
School Great loc.
for Med & Pharmacy
Students 1 BR $575
2 BR $650, Kit Furn.
Laundry fac. on-site
Lots of closet space
Lse/DD No pet 304525-3055, 751-0572
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KISS ends tour in The Jewel City

THE PARTHENON

Legendary rock band KISS ended their tour Saturday in Huntington to a packed crowd. According
to WSAZ, KISS broke ticket records, with a total of over 6,000 tickets sold.
Reporter Tom Jenkins’ story can be found online along with a gallery of photos from the concert.
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Revered rock band KISS performs before a full crowd Saturday, Sept. 10 at the Big Sandy Superstore Arena. The classic rock
concert broke the arena’s record for the most tickets purchased for a single show.
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SERVING HUNGRY HERD FANS SINCE 1961!

THE PUB

FAMILY
FUN CENTER
Newly Remodeled
Fun Center

FUN FOR ALL AGES!

329037

3,000
SQ. FT.

Many, Many,
Many New

GAMES!

GINO’S ORIGINAL SANDWICHES!
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$

99

Large Pure Beef Large Hot
Steak Sandwich
Ham &
Cheese
Large Flaked
Ham Sandwich Sandwich

Large
Regular 1/2 Philly
Steak
Italian
Sub
COMBOS Pubwich Hoagie

All combos come with
French Fries
and a Large Drink

“The Unique
Sandwich”

Ham or Roast Beef

Chicken Philly
or Meatball Philly
also available

Calzone

“The Italian Treat”
With One Topping

$12.00 MINIMUM FOR DELIVERY!

We Deliver Our Full Menu - Lunch, Dinner
or Snack Time to Marshall University!
PIZZAS • PASTAS • SANDWICHES
• PIZZA BREADS • HOAGIES • CHIPS & DRINKS

La rg e Pi zz a
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$

99 $1100
ONE
TOPPING

La rg e Pi zz a

19

$

99

Two
Toppings,
2 Liter Pepsi & Ten Wings

Pe pp er on i Bi te s

5

$

La rg e Pi zz a

FOUR
TOPPINGS

Ta st y Pi zz a Br ea d
Made like pizza on a
pepperidge farm
bun with cheese

3.99

$

Additional
Toppings
.65¢

Ch ic ke n W in gs
Buffalo Style,
Breaded or Boneless
B

29

18 to an order

Variety of sauces:
mild, medium, hot,
srirachi, parmesan
garlic, teriyaki,
BBQ Dr. Pepper

2501 5th Avenue | 304-529-6086 | 5 Blocks East of Marshall Stadium!

